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Thought for Transformation      

“Jehovah appeared of old 

unto me, saying, Yea, I 

have loved thee with an 

everlasting love: there-

fore with lovingkindness 

have I drawn thee.” Jere-

miah 31:3, (ASV). 
 

Love’s Certified Evidence      

Apostle John was abso-

lutely convinced Jesus 

loved him. John knew as 

he was known by the love 

of God. Courageously, 

John announced it. Re-

peatedly, he broadcasted 

what was evident to him 

until those around him 

were confident of it too. 

As the author of the book 

of St. John, he referred to 

himself as “the one Jesus 

loved” at least five times. 

His passionate acquaint-

ance with Jesus in John 

19:26 is based on their 

family ties. “When Jesus 

therefore saw His mother, 

and the disciple standing 

by, whom He loved, He 

saith unto His mother, 

Woman, behold thy son!” 

They were first cousins: 

Jesus was born between 6 

BC and 4 BC and John, 6 

AD. Jesus was about ten 

to twelve years older than 

John. Now in the blood-

line of Jesus, we can hold 

that same conviction of 

receiving God’s perfect 

love that casts out all fear 

with that same level of 

confidence. God desires 

that you live secure and 

mature in His love for 

you. After all, you are one 

of His favorites. Yes, fa-

vorite! “Elect” in Greek 

means favorite. The heart 

of what John was saying 

is he was Jesus’ favorite, 

no matter what the rela-

tionship He may have had 

with anyone else on 

earth. What a noticeable 

difference that would 

make when you incorpo-

rate that caliber of ac-

ceptance that only comes 

from God. Say aloud, “I 

am Abba Father’s favor-

ite and I know it! Amen!”  

Running with the  

Torch 

SABBATH REST WAS MADSABBATH REST WAS MADE JUST FOR YOU, NOT JUST ONE DAY A WEEKE JUST FOR YOU, NOT JUST ONE DAY A WEEK  

“[The Father] has delivered and drawn us to Himself out of the con-

trol and the dominion of darkness and has transferred us into the king-

dom of the Son of His love,” Colossians 1:13, (AMPC) 

JOHN 17:21JOHN 17:21--26 (GNT) 26 (GNT) IS FOR EVERY SUCCEEDING BELIEVER, THAT’SIS FOR EVERY SUCCEEDING BELIEVER, THAT’S  YOU!YOU!  

Classified information is already reserved for those who passionately press into de-

veloping intimacy with God through their loyalty to Him. When Jesus calls you a 

friend, you are His covenant friend for real. Your upgrade in relationship with Him 

is recorded in John 15:13-15: Jesus transitioned His disciples from servants to His 

friends, i.e., covenant friends. “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay 

down his life for his friends. Ye are My friends, if ye do whatsoever I command 

you. Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord 

doeth: but I have called you friends; for all things that I have heard of My Father I 

have made known unto you.” Our New Covenant with God is ratified by the blood 

of Jesus, dying for us when we were still enemies of God. Now our true identity is 

changed forever. Accepted in the Beloved, Jesus calls us His covenant friends with-

out any intention of ever withdrawing His love. That is why Jesus still referred to 

Judas Iscariot as a “friend” after he betrayed Him publicly. The love of God always 

sees the best in us, even is we cannot see it for ourselves. Judas’ kiss faked intimacy 

while betraying his trust in Jesus. To the arresting officers, it only earmarked Jesus 

as the one to arrest. Jesus already pledged complete allegiance to you, even amid a 

breach and/or betrayal of trust. Jesus is your Covenant Friend who sticks closer to 

you than family. God’s love is eternally loyal. His divine nature is inseparable from 

Himself. God doesn’t just have love. God is love! Jesus taught that having intimacy 

with God creates a hunger and thirst within us that removes any prevailing breach or 

potential betrayal of loyalty. The law to live in His love is God’s standing invitation 

from Him to each of us. As we accept His advance toward us, it substantiates our 

impenetrable pledge to Him forever, sealing our part of the covenant. Jesus already 

branded His disciples as His friends, even Judas Iscariot. God closely knitted them 

together in His love. Judas Iscariot surrendered his loyalty to satan to serve the dev-

il’s diabolical lusts. Even if you have betrayed Jesus in the past or even now, He still 

calls you His covenant friend indeed! God only sees you at His best state, never at 

your worst. Jesus’ perfect blood sacrifice covered every irreconcilable difference 

from every past, present, and even prospective breach. Jesus covered all your shame 

so God always receives you with open arms as His honored righteous, i.e., innocent. 

If you need to ask God to forgive you, take this time to repent. Know Christ’s blood 

always testifies mercy. Reconciliation awaits you as His covenant friend forever. 

“I pray that they may all be one. Father! May they be in Us, just as You are in Me 

and I am in You. May they be one, so that the world will believe that You sent Me. I 

gave them the same glory You gave Me, so that they may be one, just as You and I 

are One: I in them and You in Me, so that they may be completely One, in order that 

the world may know that You sent Me and that You love them as You love Me. Fa-

ther! You have given them to Me, and I want them to be with Me where I am, so 

that they may see My glory, the glory You gave Me; for You loved Me before the 

world was made. Righteous Father! The world does not know You, but I know You, 

and these know that You sent Me. I made You known to them, and I will continue to 

do so, in order that the love You have for Me may be in them, and so that I also may 

be in them.” Jesus’ testimony of God loving you just as much as He loves Jesus! 

CLASSIFIED AS JESUS’ COVENANT FRIENDCLASSIFIED AS JESUS’ COVENANT FRIEND  

In Zephaniah 3:17, even God’s faith rests in His own everlasting love. “The Lord thy 

God  in the midst of thee is mighty; He will save, He will rejoice over thee with joy; 

He will rest in His love, He will joy over thee with singing.” Even now, the Lord’s 

perfect love for you preserves you perfectly fearless in His presence. His perfect 

love for you always casts out any fear of torment. Jesus’ perfect sacrifice already 

reconciled you to God. Now Abba Father spends all of His time and efforts singing 

His love song over you. In Hebrew, “rest” in the aforesaid scripture means to en-

grave. That leads you to think of a permanent tattoo. This can be seen as God estab-

lishing a monument with an inscription that celebrates His own love that won you 

back to Him from slavery forever. Now you are reputable in the family of God as 

His favorite son or favorite daughter. The object of His affection is Abba Father de-

sires for you to know as you are known by His love. God’s love gives you great ex-

pectation of always approaching the Lord without dread of being punished by Him. 

It ensures you always reside in a rejection-free zone when you are in His presence. 

His heartfelt melody reinforces joy—the never changing triumphant and glorious 

state in Christ that changes everything else for God’s glory and your good. There-

fore, He never sings the blues when He reminisces about you, not even once. 


